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 Viewed from the customary and traditional context, ‘dowry’ may 

sacramentary be construed as a socio-religious & voluntary obligation 
vis-à-vis liability on the girl’s parent towards ensuring her future 
economic safety and security in the domestic family life with her 

husband. 
 

  Somehow or rather, it tantamount to the ‘stridhan’; which the bride’s 
father often give to his groom’s counterpart and their family as a 

friendly gesture for being incorporated in her stature as an 
indispensible member thereat .  

 
 In this respect, it may also significantly reflect a token & humane 

gesture and initiative from the bride’s father to get his family 
assimilated into the groom’s inclusive socio-cultural, religious norms 

along with the customary traditional stature and family values 
associated with the same.    

   



 

 



 
 However with the passage of times, era and ages, when the varied issues 

and elements associated with the societal doctrines of ‘materialism’ 
dominates the erstwhile humane values laden with positive aspects of 
cooperation, coexistence, compassion etc.; the sacred notions of ‘dowry’ 
ultimately lost its historical motives, significance and intentions as these 
get narrowed down owing to its being replaced with the negative 
societal elements of greed, noncooperation, opportunism and alike.  

 
  As such, in the today’s era, ‘dowry’ acquired its negative nature and 

trend owing to it getting drastically interpreted within our societal 
domain by the concerned target populace itself.  
 

 Eventually, the unethical vis-à-vis immoral practices of torture, and 
tormenting bride by the groom’s family for seeking or exhorting more 
dowry from those of the bride’s ones have become an issue of serious 
statutory and legislative concern in the country at large.  
 
 



 

 



                             

                                                   Dowry - A social evil  
 

 



 



 
 Dowry shall have the same meaning as has  been defined under Section 2 

of the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 (28 of 1961),  whereby `dowry’ 

means any property or valuable security given or agreed to be given 

either directly or indirectly-  

 (a) by one party to a marriage to the other party to the marriage; or  

 (b) by the parents of either party to a marriage or by any other person, to 

either party to the marriage or to any other person; at or before or any 

time after the marriage in connection with the marriage of said parties but 

does not include dower or mahr in the case of persons to whom the Muslim 

Personal Law (Shariat) applies.‘.  

 



 
(1)1).  Where the death of a woman is caused by any burns or bodily 
injury or occurs otherwise than under normal circumstances within 
seven years of her marriage and it is shown that soon before her 

death she was subjected to cruelty or harassment by her husband or 
any relative of her husband for, or in connection with, any demand for 
dowry, such death shall be called “dowry death”, and such husband or 

relative shall be deemed to have caused her death.  
 

Explanation.—For the purpose of this sub-section, “dowry” shall have the 
same meaning as in section 2 of the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 (28 of 1961). 

 

2). Whoever commits dowry death shall be punished with imprison-
ment for a term which shall not be less than seven years but which 

may extend to imprisonment for life.] 
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            Dowry offences and Trial Dowry offences are:  
 

 Not cognizable; they are cognizable for the purpose of 
investigation.  

  Non- compoundable offences  

 Non- bailable Cognizance of a dowry is taken up by  

  

 Complaint can be made at anytime after the commission of the 
offence, but if it is done after considerable delay, the court may 
not entertain it if no reasonable explanation for the delay is given. 



 
 There could apparently be four situations when a 

married woman is often subjected to cruelty and 

harassment leading to the commission of offences 

like those of:    

 1) Cruelty of woman by husband or relatives. Sec 

498A, IPC  

 2) Dowry Death 304B, IPC-  

 3) Intentional Death of woman- 302, IPC  

 4) Abatement of suicide : Section 306 IPC



 Ashok Kumar V State of Haryana (2010)  

 Ashok kumar (husband), mother in law and 
brother in law were found guilty of an offence 
punishable under section 304B of the code and 
sentenced the accused to undergo rigorous 
imprisonment for 10 years and to pay a fine of Rs 
1000.  

  While upholding the conviction, the apex court 
held that since the accused is a young person of 48 
years, keeping in view the facts and circumstances 
of the case the court awarded seven years of 
rigorous imprisonment. 



 Venugopal V State of Karnataka (1999) 2 SCC 216  

 



 

 In Pawan Kumar Vs State of Haryana, 1998 (3) SCC 

309, the Hon'ble Supreme Court has laid down the 

ingredients necessary to attract Section 304B IPC 

which are as follows: 

 1) death of a woman is either by burns or by bodily injury or other wise 

than under normal circumstances; 

 2) it should be within seven years of marriage; 

 3) it should also be shown that soon before her death she was subjected 

to cruelty or harassment by husband or any relative of husband. 

 4) Such harassment or cruelty should pertain to demand for dowry. 

 



 

 Pawan Kumar V State of Haryana (1998)  

  It is proved in this case that demand for scooter and fridge  was 

made soon after the marriage by the husband and his relatives.  

 The deceased’s failure to meet the demand leading to repeated 

taunts and maltreatment.  

 Quarrel taking place between husband and deceased,  

 regretting that it would be difficult to see her face in future are 

clear proof of cruelty and maltreatment by her husband and family 

members.  

 Eventually, the accused was held liable under section 304B, IPC 



 
 Satvir Singh and others Vs State of Punjab and 

another, AIR 2001, SC 2828 at p. 2834). 
 



“ Punishment Under Section 304 B IPC 

 For The offence of Dowry-death”

 

 The offence of dowry death punishable under  Section 304B  of the Indian Penal 
Code is a new offence inserted in the Indian Penal Code with effect from 
November 19, 1986 when Act 43 of 1986 came into force.  

 The offence under  Section 304B  is punishable with a minimum sentence of seven 
years which may extend to life imprisonment and is triable by a Court of Sessions.  

 The corresponding amendments made in the Code of Criminal Procedure and the 
Indian Evidence Act relate to the trial and proof of offence.  

 Section 304B is a substantive provision creating a new offence.  
 

 (See Soni Devrajbhai Babubhai Vs State of Gujarat and Others (1991) 4SCC 298 at p. 

303) 
 

 



 






